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Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, 

and Gentlemen who are Contri- 

buters to the Char itj- School at 
Leeds in the County of York, 


Gentlemen, er 
S this Diſcourſe was Composd and 
Preach d by your Appointwent, ſo it 
is now Publiſbd at your Requeſt, and under 
your Patronage, which I am ſatisfy d it 
wants, and.mithout which it ſhould not have 
appear'd in the World, 

1 am fo ſenſible of the Defects of it, with 
what N He J it A. he Cauſe of Chas 
rity in general, and that particular Charity 
it would recommend, that nothing but the 

Relation I ſtand in to you, and thoſe mani- 
fold Obligations I em under from your ex- 
traordinary Kjnaneſs to me (in a continued 
Courſe of near Twenty Tears ) could have 
drawn me out of that quiet Receſs I live in 
to appear in this publick Way, 

| AS - Amongſt 
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DEDICATION. 


Among ſt thoſe many Reſpects and Favours 
I have 1 = — I do not eſteem 
this the leaſt, (which, to your Honour, I 
ought to mention here ) that upon the firſt 
Propoſal of erettiag 4 Charity:School in 
this Town, au wer 4 to /f 15 e it with 


4 very chearful Reatineſs ant Igul, to abet 
it mith pur , uf with 

our & aſe Bork 65 fucks 
the Government of it with a very pritdent 
and watthful Care. That God Almighty 
would repay all theſe Chriſtian Offices to you 
in the Bleſſings of this H. orld, and the Re- 
wards of a _ * 


a * 
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Mr. Mayer, 1 Gentlemen, 
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And thou halt be ade, for they 4 


not recampenſe thee,: for thou ſhalt 
be recom Pens d at be ee 


of the 1 


T \ was vety lately that we were 46 
ſembled in this Place to comme- 
morate the greateſt Mercy, the 
moſt beneficial Charity, God Al- 

mighty ever vouchſafed to the World, 

viz. the Incarnation and Miſſion of his 
own Eternal Son, to fulfil all Righteouſ- 
neſs in our Nature, to give us the moſt 
perfect Precepts of a humble, charitable 
and holy Life, and to leave us an Exam- 

ple (as far as the Weakneſs of Human 

— will permit) to follow him in his 

Humility, Charity and Holineſs; and I 

doubt not but the Devotions and Thank(- 

givings of that Day are yet freſh and 
warm upon your Minds. 
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As a proper Appendix to that great 
Feſtival, as the moſt acceptable Sacri- 
fice and Return we can make to God 
for that ineſtimable Mercy, I am plac'd 
here this Day to move your Affections, 
to excite your Charity, and to carry on 
thoſe Dales ar which our Saviour 
Chriſt came into the World, which 

doubtleſs were in the firſt place to pro- 
mote the Honour and Glory of Almigh- 
ty God, and in the next the Happineſs 
and Salvation of Mankind; to commi- 
ſerate the Condition, to ſupply the 
Wants of his poor Diſciples, or, (as he 
is pleas'd to call them) his Brethren, to | 
deliver them from the Burden of Pover- 
ty, from the A ee of Idleneſs, from 
the Snares of Temptation, and to pro- 
vide for the Neceſſities both of their Bo- 
. dies and Souls, 


Theſe are Chriſtian and truly Noble 
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11 
the Reſurreftion of the Juſt. Thou 
<« ſhalt be Bleſſed, for they cannot re- 
compenſe thee: for thou ſhalt be re- 
*. AIRY at the Reſurrection of the 


* Juſt, 


Beſore I come to ſpeak to. the Ar- 
gument and Subject-Matter of theſe 
Words, it may be neceſſary to look a 
little into the Occaſion and Coherence 
of them as they ſtand in this Chapter, 


In the beginning of it our Saviour ha» 
ving heaPd a certain Man who had the 
Dropſy, and anſwer'd the Cavils of the 
Lawyers and Phariſees, for doing that 
charitable Work on the Sabbath- Day, 
at the ſeventh Verſe © he put forth a Pa- 
rable unto them, wherein he repreſents 
2 certain Man making a Wedding, and 
inviting his Friends and Neighbours to 
feaſt and rejoice with him upon that Oc- 
caſion; our Lord does not blame the 


| Cuſtom, 3 he condemn the Hoſ- 


pitali 


d Nuptial Freedoms uſual at 
ſuch 


ainments, he only remarks 


the ay fo and Pride of thoſe that were 


-bidden, how they ſtood upon the Pun- 
ctilio's of Place and Precedency, who 


—  thould haye the higheſt Room; to 
A 4 pre- 


\ 


[$8] 

prevent ſuch ambitious and vain Strifes 
he adviſeth, That when they made a 
Feaſt they ſhould call thoſe who had no- 
thing to be ſollicitous about but the ſa- 
tisfying their Hunger and Thirſt, who 
would be modeſt and humble, content- 
ed and thankful, and had no other Re- 
turns to make but their Prayers and 
Praiſes. Thou, when thou makeſt a 
Feaſt, call the Poor, the Maimed, the 
« Blind, and thou ſhalt be bleſſed: for 
« they cannot recompenſe thee: for 
thou ſhalt be recompens'd at the Re 
ſurrection of the Juſt. fury 

This being the Occaſion of theſe 
Words, they will afford Three Heads of 
Diſcourſe pertinent to the Deſign of our 
being aſſembled together at this time. 


WE! 3 The Satisfaction and Bleſſedneß 
of Charity in e Thou 
FIRE ſhalt be bleſſed. 230497 Dun 


II. The particular Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 
Charity as inſtructs the Ignorance, 
relieves the Wants, prevents the 
Temptations. they are expos'd to 
who are born under the unfortu- 
nate Circumſtances of Poverty and 
Want. They can't, &c. 
4 f III. The 


CPF 


III. The unſpeakable Comfort and 
Reward of it at the final Day of 
Account and Retribution. Thou 

( * ſhalt be recompens'd, &c. 


I begin with the firſt of theſe. 


I. The Satisfaction and Bleſſedneſs 
of Charity in general. The Precepts 
of our Relipion which recommend and 
enforce the Duty of Charity are ſo plain 
and eaſy to be underſtood, fo juſt and 
reaſonable in themſelves, fo comforta- 
ble and beneficial in their Effects, that 
whoſoever denies or refuſes to comply 
with the Obligation of them, does not 
only want the Faith and Piety of a Chri- 
ſtian, but the Reaſon and Diſcretion of 
a Mn. Hrn 


For, (ſetting aſide future Promiſes 
and Rewards) they carry along with 
them ſuch; a Variety of preſent Argu- 
ments and Motives, ſuch a Serenity and 
Chearfulneſs of Thought, ſuch a Fear- 
leſneſs and Intrepidity of Mind, ſuch a 
Security and Peace of Conſcience, they 
derive upon a Man ſuch a fair, ſuch a 
. venerable Character, give him ſuch an 
yin | Intereſt 


[ 10] 
Intereſt in the Hearts and Affections of 
ood Men, in the Prayers and Benedi- 
Rica of the Poor, they write ſuch an 
elegant and durable Epitaph upon his 
Tomb, tranſmit his Name and Memo- 
ry down to Poſterity with ſuch Enco- 
miums and Praiſes; the outward and 
viſible Bleſſings of God are multiply'd 
upon him by ſuch ſecret and inviſible 
Methods, © that Bread which he hath 
« caſt upon the Waters is fo certainly 
repay*d to his Children, or to his De- 
ſcendants, after many Years, that one 
would think there needed no other Mo- 
tives to recommend and enforce the Ob- 
ligation of Evangelical Charity, 


“ But all Men have not Faith; for 
notwithftanding this, and much more 
which might be ſaid to the ſame Pur- 

ole, there are too many Chriſtians who 
are ſtill ready to find out plauſible Pre- 
tences to excuſe them from Works of 
Publick Beneficence and Charity; it 
ſhall therefore be my Buſineſs under this 
Head to conſider and examine them. 


They are chiefly of Two Kinds. : 


The firſt is, © That the State of Chri- 
| 4 {tianity 
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6“ ſtianity now is different from what 
« it was when thoſe Precepts of the 
« Goſpel were given; that thoſe were 
« Times of Perſecution when the Laws 

& of the Government were againſt the 
poor Chriſtians ; but now that Chri- 
4 {tianity is eſtabliſh'd by Laws, and 
“ thoſe Laws have made Proviſion for 
« them, what need of ſolliciting our 
« Charity, and draining our Purſes, 
„ when we pay legal Aſeſfments for 
&« their Relief and Support? 


The ſecond is, That they have 
& Children and a numerous Family to 
„ maintain, and Charity begins at 
«© Home, or they have near Relations 
fallen into Poverty, which lye as a 
« heavy Charge upon them, and there- 
“fore pray to have them excus'd from 
& Parochial or Foreign Charities ; theſe, 
I think, are the moſt common and plau- 
ſible Objections againſt that Charity I 
am now recommending, and I crave 
Leave to return a Chriſtian Anſwer to 
them. And, | 


1. Let it be acknowledg'd to the 
Glory of — God, and to the Ho- 
nour of this Church and Nation, that 

Chr 1- 
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Chriſtianity is in a different State from 
what it was in the Times of Perſecuti- 
on, and that we have very good Laws 
for the Proviſion and Maintenance of 
the Poor; but do not thoſe very Laws 
make a Diſtinction between thoſe that 
are poor thro? Idleneſs and Sloth, and 
thoſe that are ſo by Providence and 
Misfortune ? Between ſturdy, vagrant, 
ſtrowling Beggars, and thoſe that are 
ſo by the Hand of Heaven, by Fire, 
Loſſes, Sickneſs, Old Age, or the Op- 
preſſion of a great Charge? The former 
indeed rather deſerye the Hand of ju- 
{tice and Correction, whilſt the latter 
are real Objects of Chriſtian Compaſſion 
and Relief. | I 


2. Let it be acknowledg'd further 
that our Laws for the Maintenance of 
the really Poor are conſtituted with 
much Prudence and Foreſight, yet there 
may be many particular Caſes which 
come not under the Letter, yet are 
within the general Reaſon and Intend- 
ment of them. How many Caſes are 
there where Charity is extreamly want- 
ed, and yet not clamorouſly call'd for? 
How often is a Man's. Modeſty and 
Fear, his Birth and Education, his for- 

mer 
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mer Circumſtances and Figure, in the 
World, made a Snare to himſelf and his 


Fanyply.” 80 that, he will rather ſit ſi- 
lently down under his Misfortunes, 
droop and ſink under his Miſeries, than 
make his Condition, known, leſt he 

meet with, a Denial or Reproof ? If 
there be ſometimes ſuch Caſes as theſe, 
(and I fear they are not unſrequent ) 
what a Shame, what a Sin would it be, 
amidſt ſo much Plenty and Luxury as 
abound in, this Nation, to ſuffer ſuch 
to ſtarve and periſh for want of the ne- 
ceſſary Supports of Life? 


3. Let it be conſider'd yet further, 
that Humane Laws are not the Mea- 
ſures and Boundaries of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. To do Good becauſe a Man is 
commanded fo to do, is not to comply 
with the Law of Charity but of Power. 
He that will go no further in Matters 
of this Nature than he is oblig'd by 
Law, plainly declares that he would 
not have gone ſo far had he been left to 
his. own Liberty. And will we call 
this'a voluntary Charity, and an accep- 
table Sacrifice to the Lord? Is this to 
« deal our Bread to the Hungry, to 
bting the Poor that are caſt ont to our 

F * Houſes, 
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4 Houſes, and when we ſee the Naked 
&« to cover him? 1/4. 58. 7. Is this to 
imitate the Comp pl opate Jeſus, © Who, 
& tho? he was 4 for our Sakes 
« he became Poor,” e thro? his 


ec 48 might be made ich? 2 Cor. 
« 8. 5 this to call the Maimed, the 


« Lache, the Blind, in Hopes of being 
5 e at theReſurreion of the 
« Juſt? or 255 


Let us now utes; the e 
Pretence inſiſted upon in this Mat- 
ter, viz, © The Charge of Children, 
« and a numerous Family; or the Bur- 
c den of near Relations fallen into Po- 
« verty: And that theſe Domeſtick or 
«© Relative Charities, excuſe them from 
« thoſe which are een or For- 


© reign. 


Was this the Plex boly of ſuch as are 
really under .thoſe Aifficult and unfor- 
tunate Circumſtances ; who by their 
utmoſt Diligence and Care are hard ſet 

to keep their Children and Relations 
from being a Publick Charge, it ought 
to be admitted both by the Principles of 
Nature, and the Precepts of Religion. 

"Tis an Apoſtolical Canon, That if 


«6 any. 


L 15 1 
& any provide not for his own, eſpe- 
MW eli bo thoſe of his own Houſe, be 
4 deny'd the Faith, and is worſe 5 
Kan el, x Tim. 5. 8. 


But when this is nth by thoſe 
whom God hath bleſſed with an Abun- 
dance, with a Superfluity of this World's 
Goods: When their Gold and Silver 
ruſt and canker in their Baggs, or cir- 
culate and rowl in upon them in an An- 
nual Increaſe : When they wallow in. 
Affluence, and Eaſe, and Luxury: 
When perhaps the Fxtravagance of one 
Night's Debauch would fubſift the Poor 
for many Days: What Plea can theſe 
Men have from the numerouſneſs f 
their Children or Relations? Whence 
can this proceed but from a Prophane 
Diſtruſt of Divine Providence, or from 
an Evil Heart of Unbelief? “ Brethren, 
«© Whoſo hath this World's Good, and 
„ ſeeth his Brother have Need, and 
4 ſhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth the Love of 
„God? How dwelleth the Faith of 

«Chriſt in him? x Joh, © 7 > Ih 


N or are theſe Men's Praftices more 
inconſiſtent. wu Chriſtian Faith and 


Piety 


* 
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Piety, than they: are with the true Wif- 
dom and Policy of this World. For 1 
helieve it may be laid down as à general 
Maxim in the Obſervation of the World, 
= | that no Man hath ever impair'd his 
=! Eſtate, or been more burden'd in his 
Wo. Family and Relations for what he hath 
1 | > 
| freely dedicated to the uſes. of Religion 
Mm and City. ii net“, 23 


For the Truth of this I dare appeal 
to all good Men, who keep an Account 
of their Yearly Incomes and Disburſ- 
ments, whether upon a review of them 
they have found their Fortunes dimi- 
niſh'd, or their poor Relations Multi- 
| ply'd by any occaſional or more than 
ordinary Charity they have done with- 

| in that compaſs of Time? Nay, I add 
further, whether (beſides the pleaſing 

| the conſcientiouſs Reflection of having 
done well) they have not found at the 

Ws. | Foot of the Account, (by what ſecret 
. Springs and Motions, by what inviſible 
1 Methods and Diſpoſitions of Providence 
: t 
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they know not) that their Worldly Cir- 
cumſtances have been ſo far from being, 
lefſen'd, that they have been really aug- 
mented : So that they do not only reap 
the Comfort but even the Intereſt of 


their Charity, Can 


tn) 


Can this be ſaid of covetous and un- 
charitable Worldlings,. . Who lay out 
“ themſelves, but not for Bread, and 
&« labour for that which fatisfieth not? 
Who ſtarve and pine away in the midſt 
of their Abundance; who have no other 
uſe or enjoyment of their Riches, but 
the lean and hungry Pleaſure of behold- 
ing them with their Eyes. So true is 
that Obſervation of Solomon, Prov. 11. 
24.“ There is that ſcattereth and yet 
« increaſeth : And there is that with- 
« holdeth more than is need, but it 
« tendeth to Poverty. Such is the Sa- 
tisfaction, ſuch is the Bleſſedneſs of Cha · 
rity in general. I proceed now to the 
ſecond Head of Diſcourſe. 


IT. The particular Bleſſedneſs of ſuch 
Charity as inſtructs the Ignorance, re- 
lieves the Neceſlities, and prevents the 
Temptations they are expos'd to who 
are born under the unfortunate Circum- 
ſtances of Want and Poverty. © They 
«© cannot recompenſe thee. 


Tf ſuch be the Bleſſedneſs of Charity 
in general, if a private Relief, * a Mor- 
| © ſel of Bread, or a Cup of cold Water 
B 6 given 


given to one of Chriſt's Diſciples ſhall 


f 18 1 


„ not loſe its Reward, what think we 


is the Bleſſedneſs, what will be the 


Reward of erecting publick Hoſpitals 


and Infirmaries for the Support of the 
Maimed, the Lame, and the Blind? 
Of endowing Chriſtian Schools and Se- 
minaries for the Inſtruction of the Igno- 
rant, for the Relief of the Neceſſitous, 


for the Reformation of the Vicious? 


I would not ſeem to leſſen the Eſteem 
of caſual and common Charities to any 
of thoſe poor Creatures which are daily 
preſented to us, but certainly they can't 
come into any Compariſon with thoſe 


which are conſtant and perpetual Bene- 


factions; the Difference between them 


will, I preſume, ſufficiently appear up- 


on the following Accounts. 


1. © From the Diſcretion and Dura- 


c tion of them. Common Charities gi- 
ven at our Doors, or in the Streets, are 


but a preſent and uncertain Relief, at 


the beſt the hungry Bowels of the Poor 


are then only refreſh'd, or their naked 


Bodies cloath'd, and it may be the next 
Week, or at ſome convenient diſtance of 
Time, they come again with new Wants 

and 


| 
| 
I 
I 
I 
T7 
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en eee 


Meeting and Revelling Junto of jolly 
Beggars: | r 


But here we are ſure that our Charity 
is neither miſplac'd nor miſ-ſpent, that 
it is depoſited in wiſe and ſafe Hands, 
manag'd with Diſcretion and Faithful- 
neſs, that it is ſecur'd in a Publick and 
Eſtabliſh'd Fund, lay'd out for the pro- 
moting of Chriſtian Learning and Piety, 
for the Encouragement of honeſt Labour 
and Induſtry. 


Beſides, this is doing Good to future 
Ages and Generations, thoſe that come 
after us will celebrate theſe Charities 
with Thankſgiving and Joy, the Exam- 
ple and Beneſicialneſs of them will pro- 
voke their Emulation, excite them to 
imitate and tranſmit them down to late 
Poſterity; and in truth there is nothing 
gives us a fairer Proſpe& and more com- 
orfable Hopes “ that- the latter Days 

| B 2 « will 


120. 


Mos will be better than theſe, that the ſo 
much wiſh'd and pray'd for Reformati- 
on of Manners will (by God's Bleſſing) 


fection, than theſe diſcreet and dura- 
ble Charities. mane i | 


2. Another thing which diſtinguiſh» 
eth and advanceth theſe above common 
Charities is, © their Uſefulneſs to Socie- 

| de ty and the Intereſt of the Nation. It 
1. is a general Dp whoa throughout the 
Kingdom, that the great Numbers of 
poor Children lye as a conſtant and 
heavy Charge upon it; and that which 
makes the Complaint more grievous and 
unſupportable 1s, that after they have 
been nouriſh'd, according to that Pro- 
viſion the Law made for them, they, ſtill 
prove unſerviceable to the Community, 
either thro' Ignorance and want of In- 
ſtruction, or thro* Inexperience and 
want of Capacity to carry on Buſineſs, 
they fall into Courſes of Profaneneſs and 
Vice, of Swearing and Lying, of Cheat- 
ing and Stealth, of Sloath and Beggary, 
and fo become Reproaches tq Religion 
and Burdens to Society. | 


be brought to ſome good Degrees of Per- 


To 


a 
a 
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To remedy both theſe Inconvenien- 
ces, to free the Church from that Scan- 
dal, and to eaſe the Nation of that 
Charge, it is the Deſign of theſe Chari- 
ties to inſtruQ the poorer ſort of Youth 
in Chriſtian Knowledge and Vertue, in 
uſeful Trades and Manufactures, and 
to train them up in ſuch laborious and 
proper Employments as their different 
Genius and Capacities are ſuited to; by 
this means botli the Religious and Civil 
Intereſts of Society are ſecur'd, God Al- 
mighty will be devoutly worſhipp*d by 
his Creatures, our bleſſed Saviour open- 
ly honour'd by his Diſciples, the Queen 
conſcienciouſly obey'd by her Subjects, 
Maſters faithfully attended to by their 
Servants, Parents dutifully reverenc'd 
by their Children; in a word, Church 
and State, all Degrees and Orders, all 
Parts and Members of the Community, 
will find their Account and Advantage 
in theſe publick Charities. 


3. That which gives them the high- 
eſt Preference is, * that Honour uy 
bring to God and Religion. In {tri 
and proper Speaking we cannot bring 
Honour to God by any thing we can do, 


33 - 
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becauſe the infinite Perfections of his 
Nature render him incapable of recei- 
ving any Acceſſions of Glory and Ho- 
nour, but he is graciouſly pleas'd not 
only to accept the pious and charitable 
Deeds of good Men, but to requite 
them as an Honour done unto him, to 
charge them as a Debt upon himſelf, 
and to eſteem them as the higheſt Teſti- 
monies of our Faith and Diſcipleſhip. 
Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, 
« and with the Firſt-Fruits of thy En- 
« creaſe, Prov. 3. 9. And again, He 
e that hath Mercy on the Poor lendeth 
to the Lord, and that which he hath 
« given he will pay him again, Prov. 
« 19. 17. And our Saviour, Herein is 
« my Father glority'd, that ye bear 
% much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſci- 
&« ples, Joh..i5. 9. And it is moſt cer- 
tain that nothing did more advance the 
Glory of Almighty God, and further 
the Progreſs of Chriſtian Religion 1n the 
World, than that ſingular Care the Pri- 
mitive Chriitians had of the Poor. To 
tis Purpoſe St. Paul tells the Corinthians, 
2 Cor. 9. 12, 13. That the Admini- 
* {tration of this Service did not only 
« ſupply the Wants of the Saints, but 
« was abundant alſo by many Thankſ- 
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« givings to God, whilſt by the Expe- 
« riment of this Miniſtration they glo- 
« rify God for your profeſs'd Subjection 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


And it is the moſt refreſhing and 
comfortable Thought to the Minds of 
all good Men, that that Spirit of Chari- 
ty which was ſo eminent 1n the firſt Be- 
levers is reviving and lifting up its Head 
again 1n theſe liberal Contributions to 
the poor Saints that are in the Earth; 
that our Religion gains Ground by 
thoſe very Methods it was at firſt pub- 
liſh'd; that God is once more © ordain- 
„ing Strength, and perfecting Praiſe 
“ out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 


lings; that as on this Day holy Inno- 


cents glority*d him by their Deaths and 
Martysdom, ſo by a more merciful Pro- 
vidence they now do it by their Prayers 
and Thankſgivings ; what more glori- 
ous, what more bleſſed Spectacle on this 
ſide Heaven, than to ſee poor Children 
nourifh'd and cloatl'd with convenient 
Food and Rayment , inſtructed with 
Learning, adorn'd with Religion, ar- 
ray'd with Innocence, ſinging forth 
their Praiſes, and making a cheartul . 
Noiſe to the God of Jacob? This renders 
B 4 tlie 
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the Church upon Earth © beautiful as 
i Tir=ah, comely as Jeruſalem, terrible 
ce as an Army with Banners, Cant. 6. 4, 
by a humble and holy Emulation con- 
forming it ſelf to its Angelical and Tri- 
umphant State above. | 


Who that hath the Reaſon and Com- 
aſſion of a Man? Who that hath the 
Faith and Hopes of a Chriſtian, would 
not readily contribute what he can to 
the promoting and perfecting ſo bleſſed 
a Work ? Wherefore, my Brethren, «as 
ce we have receiy*d ſo let us miniſter one 
& to another, as Stewards of the mani- 
cc fold Gifts of God; and let us conſider 
cc one another, to provoke unto Love, 
*« and to good Works; im ſhort, let us 
& do good and lend, nopang for nothing 
again, and our Reward ſhall be great. 
And this brings me to the Third Head 
of Diſcourſe. | 5 


III. The unſpeakable Reward of ſuch 

Charity at the final Day of Account and 
Retribution. Thou ſhalt be recom- 
« pens'd at the Reſurrection, &c. 


The Reſurrection of the Dead and 
the Appearance of our Saviour Chriſt at 
| 1 
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the End of the World, to reward or | 


puniſh every one according to what 
they have done in the Body, is the pe- 
culiar Article of our Chriſtian Faith. 
Now amongſt all the Duties which the 
Goſpel requires, there are none more ex- 
prelly enjoyn'd and frequently recom- 
mended, none repreſented more accept- 
able to God and to our Savjour Chriſt, 
none, upon which our final Reward 
does more plainly depend, than thoſe 
Works of Mercy and Charity which we 
have done in the Body, - 


Thus our Saviour, © Make to your 


( ſelves Friends of the Mammdn of 


« Unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail 
they may receive you into everlaſting 
« Habitations, Luke 16. 9. Thus St. 


Paul to Timothy, Charge them who 


« are rich in this World that they be 
« ready to give, willing to diſtribute, 
« laying up in flore for themſelves a 
« good Foundation againſt the Time to 
«© come, that they may lay hold of 
“ Eternal Life, 1 7:w.6, 17, 18. And 
when our Saviour gives us a particular 
Deſcription of that ſolemn and awful 
Day, the Reſult of the Account is 
ſumm'd up in Acts of Beneficence and 

| : Charity, 
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Charity.“ Then ſhall the King ſay 
« unto thoſe of his Right Hand, Come, a 
« ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
« Kingdom prepar'd for you from the 
“Foundation of the World; for I was 
Jan hungred, and ye gave me Meat; 
« I was thirſty, and ye gave me Drink; 
« I was naked, and ye cloathed me; 
« verily, I fay unto you, foraſmuch as 
ye have done it to one of the leaſt of 
“ theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 
“ unto me. EE VE 


BE . 8 on. 


Bleſſed Saviour ! Merciful judge! 
How infinitely do thy Rewards exceed 
our poor Services? How do they ſtop 
the Eloquence and overwhelm all the 
Powers of our Natures with Silence and 
Wonder? What Tongue can expreſs, 
what Thoughts can conceive, the 
Cheartulneſs, the Smiles, that will be 
in the Countenances, the Joy, the Ex- 
ultation, that will be in the Hearts of 
all charitable Men when thoſe gracious 
Words proceed out of thy Mouth ! 
When they ſhall be reſounded and cele- 
brated by the loud Acclamations of 
Angels and Arch-Angels, of Patriarchs 
and Prophets, of Apoſtles and Martyrs, 
and all that glorious Concourſe which 
make 
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make up the general Reſurrection of 
the Juſt / For, no doubt, the vaſt 


Numbers to whom our good Deeds 


will then be imparted wil be a ve 
conſiderable Addition to our Hap inet 
when we ſhall be joyn'd “ to the Af 
&« ſembly and Church of the Firſt. born 
00 which is written in Heaven, all uni- 
ted together in holy Conſorts, in ſing- 
ing devout Doxologies to him “ who 
« {itteth upon the Throne, and to the 
« Lamb for ever and ever. 


And now give me Leave to ask who 
would deny any thing to the poor De- 

ndants of that Lord, who interprets 
the ſmall Kindneſs: we do to them as 
done unto himſelf? Who would think 
any Coſt too much to purchaſe a part in 
ſuch Felicity, to find himſelf recom- 
pens'd with ſuch a Reward ? 


Wherefore to ſum up the whole Diſ- 
courſe in a very {hoet and plain Appli- 
Cation. 


« As we have Opportunity, as we. 
« have Ability, let us do Good unto all 
Men, eſpecially to thoſe who cannot 
« recompenſe us again. If you eſteem 

it 
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it a Mercy that you were hleſs d with a 
good Education, and had the early Im- 
preſſions of Religion made upon your 
Minds, ſhew your grateful Senſe of it 
by taking care of thoſe who may here- 
atter bleſs God for your Charity to 
them. If you have been bleſs'd with 
Riches and a plentitul Eſtate, (it may 
be from ſmall Beginnings) remember 
the Providence of that God who rais'd 
you even above your Hopes and Expe- 
Qaations: If you be in Health, and at 
Eaſe, think of thoſe who are ty'd down 
to their Beds by Sickneſs and Diſeaſes, 
by Pains and Bruiſes, by the Caſualties 
of Human Life, or the Infirmities of 
Old Age, do you att the part of the good 
Samaritan, bind up their Wounds, 
« mollify their Sores with Ointment, 
« pour in Wine and Oil for their Re- 
freſhment and Comfort; they cannot 
repreſent their Condition, they cannot 
come in Perſon to plead their Cauſe, 
they cannot recompenſe you; their Mi- 
ſeries are their Eloquence, Jeſus Chriſt 
is their Advocate, God Almighty will 
be your Rewarder; “you ſhall be re- 
% compens'd at the Reſurrection of the 
« Juſt, _ | 


For 
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For which great Appearance God of 
his infinite Mercy vouchſafe to prepare 
us by all the Acts and Offices of Chriſti- 
an Faith, Devotion, Charity, and Ho- 
lineſs, for his Sake who (as at this time) 
came into the World © to redeem us 
« from all Iniquity, and to purify to 
« himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
« good Works, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
“ teous; to whom, with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory for evermore. Amen. | 
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